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Amateur Licensing: The 
Strategic Plan 


Bob Vallio, W6RGG 
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The March MDARC General Meeting 
speaker will be Bob Vallio, W6RGG. His 
topic will be “Amateur Licensing: The 
Strategic Plan”. He will also update the 
situation on BPL interference. 
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Presidential QRM 

By Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 

February was a great month. It was the beginning of business for MDARC. At the 
general meeting we presented the budget for 2004 which was approved. Thanks to 
a hard-working treasurer and technical committee for a well-prepared budget that 
includes a new DSL line to support repeater activities. The schedule of activities 

for the year were reviewed. The schedule for general club meetings will be 
on the third Friday every month except for June. The meeting in June 
will be on the 25" at field day and include a huge barbecue. Multiple 
board members asked that the annual party be held in December, so 
the annual party this year will be December 17", and Santa Claus will 
be invited. 

The speaker for February was Steve Overacker, WA6HAM, who talk- 
ed about improvements in the county communications system. Steve 
gave a great illustrated presentation explaining the past, present, and 
future of the county system. Thank you, Steve, for a great presentation. 

Pete Harris is busy arranging service events for 2004. Our first sched- 
uled event is the Primavera Bike Ride on April 18" in Sunol. There are 
six scheduled events so far, so please contact Pete and volunteer if you can. 
Thank you Pete. 

Every meeting I receive a lot of help from so many great members. | want 
to thank everyone that pitches in when I ask for help. The toughest job to fill at 
every meeting is the speaker of the night. If anyone has a presentation they want to 
give, please contact Vice President Robert Beard. March 19" is next meeting night, 
please put it on your calendar and attend if you can. 


FCC Okays BPL Proposal 
(February 13, 2004) ARRL 


The FCC has unanimously approved a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) to 
deploy Broadband over Power Line (BPL). The NPRM is the next step in the BPL 
proceeding, which began last April with a Notice of Inquiry that attracted nearly 
5200 comments—many from the amateur community. The FCC did not propose any 
changes in emission limits for unlicensed Part 15 devices, but said it would require BPL 
providers to apply “adaptive” interference mitigation techniques to their systems. An 
ARRL delegation that attended the February 12 FCC open meeting in Washington later 
expressed disappointment in the FCC action. 

“The Commission clearly recognized that the existing Part 15 emission limits are 
inadequate to stop interference,” Sumner said,” but it’s placing the burden of interfer- 
ence mitigation on the licensed user that’s supposed to be protected,” said ARRL CEO 
David Sumner, K1ZZ. 

Sumner said that if the FCC really believed current Part 15 emission limits were 
sufficient, it would not have had to require that BPL providers institute interference 
mitigation systems. The FCC has not yet released the actual NPRM, and a presenta- 
tion by the FCC’s Office of Engineering and Technology (OET) revealed only its broad 
outlines. Sumner said the League would not take a formal position until it reviews the 
full NPRM. 

Anh Wride of the OET staff spelled out the scope of the NPRM, which only addresses 
so-called “access BPL”—the type that would apply radio frequency energy to exterior 
overhead and underground low and medium-voltage power lines to distribute broad- 
band and Internet service. She said the OET staff believes that interference concerns 

“can be adequately addressed.” Wride said the FCC’s BPL NPRM: 

* Applies existing Part 15 emission limits for unlicensed carrier-current systems to 

BPL systems. Part 15 rules now require that BPL systems eliminate any harmful in- 
continued on page 4 
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The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Ama- 
teur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish 
all material submitted by the membership provided such material is 
in good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and space is available. 

All material must be submitted to the editor by the first day of 
the month of publication. Material is accepted on a first-in, first- 
out basis. Articles and other material my be submitted via Internet 
email to carrier@gardnerclan.net or delivered to the editor at the 
address listed in the club roster. Material will be accepted in plain 
ASCII or rich text format (RTF). Material may also be submitted 
as hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced for non- 
commercial use provided such use credits both the MDARC Carrier 
and the author of the article. Copyrighted material without accom- 
panying written permission to republish will not be accepted. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely those of the editor 
or other contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
either the Board of Directors or membership of MDARC 
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General Meeting Minutes 
February 20, 2004 


The meeting was called to order by president, Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, at 7:35 
p.m. 

Announcements: Trevor said all membership meetings in 2004 will be 
on the third Friday of each month, except in June when it will be on the 
fourth Friday. The June meeting will be held at the Field Day site and the 
October meeting will be held at PACIFICON at the San Ramon Marriott. The 
annual holiday party will be held in December. Trevor displayed the new 
Kilroy Key that was awarded to John Schulze at the last holiday party and 
introduced Don Prosnitz, KF6DJI, who won the annual radio prize. 

Requests for Assistance: Trevor Raty, KG6MDW, has a request from 
a middle school for two radios and antennas. Jim Tittle, KC6SOE, will follow 
up. Ivan Sanders, a scout leader from Clayton, wants assistance in making 
Saturday contacts with England. Harold Johnsen, AE6FC, will contact him. 

Budget: Treasurer Harold Johnsen presented the budget for 2004, not- 
ing that there were a few minor changes from the version published in the 
Carrier. On motion by Dick Brown, KT6X, the amended budget was ap- 
proved. The president will have the amended budget published in the next 
Carrier. 

ATV Internet Stream: Keith Lattin explained the new service that he 
and Trevor Raty have been working on. It will provide viewing of our ATV on 
the internet and will improve our Echo Link connection. 

Public Service: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW, said that last year some 50 to 60 
members participated in 14 events, most of which were for a charity. Volun- 
teers are needed for upcoming events, April 18": a bicycle event; April 24", 
two events, walkathon and bicycle; May 1*, trail ride; May 2"4, foot race; 
June 19", trail ride. 

Emergency Communications Conference: Barry Bettman, K6ST, 
announced the conference will be held May 22 and 23 at the Reno Mar- 
riott. 

‘ Repeater Sale: Jim Tittle said he sold the old 220 repeater for some 

200. 

VE Exams: Dick Brown said seven persons took exams tonight and one 
passed general and two passed technician. 

Speaker: Steve Overacker, WA6HAM, the Telecommunications Manager 
for Contra Costa County, gave an interesting PowerPoint presentation on the 
county’s communication system, tracing it from the inception in the 1930s, 
when frequencies in the broadcast band were used as a one way communi- 
cation, through the current system using microwave. He outlined improve- 
ments currently underway, including a regional communication system. 

Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Dick Schulze, AA6DL, Secretary 


Board Meeting Minutes 

March 1, 2004 

The meeting of the board of directors of MDARC, held on March 1, 2004, 
at Bakers Square Restaurant in Concord, was called to order by president, 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU, at 7:30 p.m. The minutes of the February 2, 2004 
meeting were approved as modified to show Dana Jones would prepare a 
calendar of RACES events. 

Board Members Present: Bob Beard KG6FPZ, Jay Caldis, KT6Y, 
Trevor Hall, Harold Johnsen, AE6FC, Dana Jones, K6BRR, Terry Matzkin, 
KE6WRE, and Dick Schulze, AA6DL. 

Other Members and Guests: Keith Lattin, NOPMF, George Roush, 
WB60FH, and Pete Slagle, K6XL. 

Auction: Terry raised the issue discussed at the February meeting regard- 
ing CRT’s and other equipment that may be difficult to dispose of. The board 
again felt this should be left to the auction chair to control. 

Technical Committee: Keith said the tower climber will be changing 
the two uhf antennas and he expects to have some contribution from the 

continued on page 4 
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MDARC 2004 Budget (Revised) 


Operating Income 
Membership Dues $45 X 280 Members 12,600.00 
Interest 270.00 
Auction 800.00 
Refreshments 440.00 
1,700.00 
1,300.00 
200.00 
1,400.00 


850.00 


Monthly Door Prize 

Annual Door Prize 

Field Day 

Misc Merchandise Sales 

Holiday Party $10 X 85 Attendants 
Picnic 150.00 
Education 140.00 


6,000.00 
25,850.00 


Pacificon 


otal Income 


inimum Operating Expenses 


Advertising 


Bank Charge 
Carrier Printing approx $160/mo 1,300.00 
Carrier Postage approx $73/mo 666.00 
Directory 900.00 
Monthly Door Prizes 1,700.00 
Annual Door Prize 800.00 
Refreshments 420.00 
400.00 
1,200.00 


30.00 


Membership Dues Expense 
Liability Insurance 

State Filing Fees 

Rent & Coffee $75/mo 750.00 
Office Expense 200.00 


Postage (PO Box, permit, stamps 200.00 


(Telephone about $17/mo 


Move phone line from Dick S. house to Tim K 


house to be used for answering machine and DS ld 


Speaker Gratuities $18 X 9/mo 216.00 


Auction Expense 150.00 


Education 250.00 


Field Day 800.00 


Picnic 200.00 


Annual Dinner Awards Plaques 300.00 


Annual Dinner Decorations 100.00 


Annual Dinner Food 700.00 


hie Ravan msrevermam |__| 


otal Membership 11,761.00 


RRRG Ope 
LEE ee ag 


i Nee 


13,318.00 
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Board Meeting Minutes 


continued from page 2 


other antenna users. EchoLink is down but Howard is working 
on it. Keith said we will have WiFi capabilities but after the vot- 
ing receiver project is finished. Keith will get estimates for the 
damages to the trailer antenna mast, rotor and beam. Trevor 
will try to obtain an insurance certificate for the trailer. 

Door Prizes: Trevor questioned the same door prize of a 
2M handheld at every meeting. Several suggestions were made, 
scanner, computer peripherals, 440 or 220 handheld. 

Membership: Pete will prepare membership cards for mail- 
ing with the April Carrier. The cards will have repeater codes 
printed on the back side. 

Membership Directory: On motion of Dick Brown the 
board voted to include any silent key who was ever a member 
of the club. The vote was six to three. 

Treasurer: Harold stated that the PACIFICON income might 
be unrelated business income and thus taxable. He will do fur- 
ther research. 

Adjourned: The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Dick Schulze, AA6DL, Secretary 


FCC Okays BPL Proposal 


continued from page 1 


terference that may occur “and must cease operation if they 
cannot,” she noted. 

* Requires BPL systems to employ “adaptive interference- 
mitigation techniques, including the capabilities to shut down 
a specific device, to reduce power levels on a dynamic or re- 
mote-control basis and to include or exclude specific operating 
frequencies or bands.” 

* Subjects BPL providers to notification requirements that 
would establish a public database that would include the loca- 
tion of BPL devices, modulation type and operating frequen- 
cies. 

* Proposes guidelines to provide for consistent and repeatable 
measurement of the RF emissions from BPL and other carrier- 
current systems. 

Mirroring his colleagues’ enthusiasm, FCC Chairman Michael 
Powell called BPL “tremendously exciting,” although he con- 
ceded that BPL has “a long way to go.” Powell also said the 
FCC’s OET has worked very hard to try to “get their hands 
around” the issue of interference and that the FCC would con- 
tinue its vigilance in that area. 

The FCC has posted additional information, including a public 
notice <http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/ 
DOC-243879A1.doc> on its Web site. The Commission is ex- 
pected to issue the complete Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
within a few days and will invite comments on it sometime after 
publication. 

Additional information about BPL and Amateur Radio is on 
the ARRL Web site <http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/ 
plc/>. To support the League’s efforts in this area, visit the 
ARRL’s secure BPL Web site <https://www.arrl.org/forms/de- 


velopment/donations/bpl/>. : 


ye 
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Astronaut Chats with Son, Classmates 
(February 13, 2004) ARRL 


Ian Foale, the son of International Space Station Expedition 8 
Commander Mike Foale, KB5UAC, was among several other 
youngsters attending his school who got to ask questions of his 
dad February 4 via Amateur Radio. The contact with James F. 
Bay Elementary School in Houston, Texas, was arranged by 
the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) 
program. The third-grader first lobbed a softball question at his 
dad—“How far is the space station from Earth in miles and 
kilometers?”—but followed up with a more challenging query 
about whether the ISS crew could detect changes in land forms 
on Earth. 

“Yes, we can detect changes,” his father responded. “They 
happen slowly over many months, but we can see the snow 
building up on mountains, and we can see the glaciers develop- 
ing in the Patagonia area.” The elder Foale also said the crew 
is able to see erosion of earth and mud down rivers into the sea. 
What the crew cannot see, Foale said in reply to another ques- 
tion, are the great pyramids or the Great Wall of China. While 
these should be visible, Foale said, they blend in too much with 
their surroundings. 

Foale conceded that living aboard the ISS with only one crew- 
mate can be a lonely experience for both of them. “My hardest 
adjustment to life here is being away from lots of nice people,” 
Foale said. “I have one crewmate, Sasha, and we are good 
friends, but we miss other people.” 

The youngsters let loose with a hearty round of applause as 
the approximately 10-minute-long contact ended. 


NEW DUAL BAND 2M/440 


2 M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 

440 gain 7dBd (9.0 dBi) 

20+ dB front to back ratio 

24 inch boom length 

Super fast assembly, no instructions needed, 
screw color coded elements on to color coded 
boom 

e 2bands-one connector, great for satellite 
contacts, no duplexer needed, no duplexer cost 


$74.95 call or fax (925) 933-3242 


Now available at all HRO stores 


W6CX ATV Net 


General ATV Net 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 


Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

2416 W. Victory BI., 91506 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric, KA6IHT, Mgr. 

Victory Blvd. at Buena Vista 
1 mi. west I-5 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 


1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mar. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
94085 

(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 
Howard, KE6PWH, Mor. 
So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
(Near Philadelphia) 

1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

dim, KA3LLL, Mgr. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
97223 

(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Leon, N7IXX, Mor. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
(303) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 

Joe, KD@GA, Mgr. 

John, N5EHP, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
(602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

1 mi. east of I-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
(Near Washington D.C.) 

14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Steve, N4SR, Mar. 

Exit 161, I-95, So. to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio.com 


SALEM, NH 
(Near Boston) 
224 N. Broadway, 03079 
(603) 898-3750 

800) 444-0047 

huck, N1UC, Mgr. 
sales@hamradio.com 
Exit 1, 1-93; 
28 mi. No. of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 


Thursday 8:00pm 
Net Control: KG6MDW 
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Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursday, 7:00pm 
Central County 145.680 Simplex 

Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
146.535 Simplex 

Drew Hanson, KD6GLY 
146.355/+ (100 PL) 

Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 
145.110/- 

Rich Parker, KD6JCT 


East County 
South County 


West County 


1 


TS-2000 hevHr/UHF TCVR 


* 100W HF, 6M, 2M *50W 70CM 

* 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module 

° IF Stage DSP_ * Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
* Backlit Front Key Panel 


Low Intro Price! 


TH-D7A(G)_ 2.40 


* 2M/440 Dual Band 

* Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 
* APRS Compatible 

+ DX Packet Cluster Monitor 

+ 200 Mems., CTCSS 

* VC-H1 Messaging Control 


Low Pricing! 


TM-D700A 2/440 Dualband 


* 50w VHF 35w UHF » Opt. Voice Synthesizer 

* Receives 118-1300 mHz (cell blocked) 

* Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) 

+200 Memories * Built In 1200/9600 baud TNC 
+ Advanced APRS Features 

+ Dx Packet Cluster 

* Tone Scan * GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports 


FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


hail 


Rapid Deliveries From 
The Store Nearest To You! 


RE BUY 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mor. 


1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
94085 

(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 
Howard, KE6PWH, Mor. 


So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


DJ-196T 2wut 


° 5 Watt out 

* 40 memories 

¢ Alphanumeric display 
* CTCSS + DCS built in 
°“S” meter 

+ Auto Dialer 


Low Pricing! 


IC-7OGMKUG sre transceiver 


* All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM 

* 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz 

* AF-DSP « Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering 
+ Easy-to-Navigate menues 


Low Pricing! 


IC-756 PRO IL ail mode Transceiver 


* 160-6M @ 100W «Enhanced Rx performance 


* 32 bit IF DSP * SSB/CW Synchronous tuning 
* Enhanced 5 inch color TFT w/spectrum scope 
* Selectable IF filter shapes for SSB & CW 

* Multiple DSP controlled AGC loops 

+ Advanced CW functions 

* 101 alphanumeric memories 


DR-135TP_ 2m mobile 


© 50 Watt out * Alpha numeric display 

* 100 mems + Built-in TNC 1200 & 9600 Baud 
* Front Panel GPS in * Rear DB-9 port 

* CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 


The Ultimate Radio! Low Pricing! 


VX-7R 


50/2M/220/440 HT 
* Wideband RX 
+900 Memories 


° SW TX (300mw 220Mhz) 

* Li-lon Battery 

* Fully Submersible to 3 ft. 

* Built-in CTCSS/DCS 

¢ Internet WIRES compatible 


Great Price! 


FT-100D vF/6m/2w/7ocm Trans. 


* Compact Transceiver w/detachable 
front panel 

* Rx 100kHz to 970mHz (cell blocked) 

* Tx 100W 160-6M, 50w 2M, 20W 70CM 

* Built-in DSP, Vox, CW keyer 

* 300 Memories 


Low Pricing! 


FT-1000MP_MKV i trans. 


* Enhanced Digital Signal Processing 
* Dual RX 

Collins SSB filter built-in 

* 200W, External power supply 


Low Pricing! 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


March 19 7:30 pm MDARC Monthly Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
March 31 April Carrier Deadline 
April 5 7:30 pm MDARC Board Meeting Baker’s Square 


Willow Pass, Concord 
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